
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It’s going to be lovely to all come together as a community tomorrow for our Summer Fete! The Friends Of 
Pilgrims’ School (FOPS)- AKA our PTA- have put an incredible amount of work into it. There will be plenty 
for everyone to do- and I think the weather may just be turning just in time! 
 
Please do come and support- even for an hour or so. Events like 
this are a great way to get to know other families that you may just 
see at school drop-off and pick-up, so do linger and make new 
friends. Do come and say hello to me too- I’d love to know some of 
you better. 
 
Can I take the opportunity to remind you that it is a school event, so 
please do remind your children about behaviour and being good 
role-model- even on Saturdays! 
 
If you have a bit of time towards 4pm, if you could ask if you could 
assist with the pack-down, that would be much appreciated. I’m 
sure a tired FOPS team could do with some help by then! 
 
In other news, I would like to let you know I have made a change to 
the 2 INSET dates for 2026/27, which I announced a couple of 
weeks ago. Governors have approved a change to the initially-
proposed dates in January 2027 and June 2027 to be moved 
to Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st July 2027- not only the last two days of term, but linking with some 
of our local secondary schools' dates. 
See you at the Fete! 

Jim Cascarini – Headteacher  

headteacher@pilgrimscross.co.uk  

Vision Awards 

 
 

Congratulations to all our children who received a 
Vision Award this week… 

Love Courage Trust 

Oak    

Willow    

Sycamore Elodie S   

Maple Jayme W   

Hazel   Mia P 

Lime  Addison R  

Elm   Jether D 

Ash Riley M    

Beech   Leo S  

Pine Amela D-M   

Hawthorn   Freya-Rose J 

Aspen Bryan Z   

Juniper  Scarlet-Hope B  
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What we have been learning this week… 

Willow & Oak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sycamore & Maple 

 
Lime & Hazel 
 

 
 
Elm & Ash 
 

 

Year 3 have had another hardworking week. In English, we have been developing our writing skills 
by learning how to use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions. The children have enjoyed creating 
more detailed and interesting sentences by joining ideas together with conjunctions, describing 
actions with adverbs, and using prepositions to show where and when things happen. In History, we 
have been learning about Ancient Egypt and discovering why the River Nile was so important. We 
found out that the Nile provided water for drinking, farming and transport, helping Ancient Egyptian 
civilisation to thrive. The children enjoyed exploring how people depended on the river in their daily 
lives. In Art, we have been studying Egyptian art. We have looked at the distinctive styles, colours 
and symbols used by the Ancient Egyptians and created our own artwork inspired by their famous 
wall paintings and hieroglyphics. Finally, in maths we have been adding and subtracting fractions 
and calculating fractions of an amount. Well done to all involved. 
Mrs Bryan and Mr Dookheran 

 
 
    

This week in English we have written our own instructions on how to keep safe at the beach. We 
looked at the suffixes -ness and -ful. In maths we have been looking at statistics and drawing 
pictograms, using different values for how much symbols on the key are worth. In History we have 
been learning about castles throughout time from the motte and bailey castle to the more recent 
stone castles. We have begun labelling their parts- which will help us when we visit Southsea Castle 
later this month. 
 
Miss Samuel and Miss Dewsbury                                

 
                         

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been a lovely week learning about World Ocean Day. We learnt the names of the Oceans and 
how we can be responsible citizens and clean up the oceans. We also started to learn about some of 
the different animals that live within the Oceans. We have carried on our story "The Storm Whale" and 
we are hoping to perform a poem at the end of this story. In Maths we have been doubling and relating 
this to word problems: There are 5 giraffes in Oak Class but Willow Class has double. How many 
giraffes are in Willow Class? 
For Welly Wednesday we went out and weeded the garden as well as planting tomato plants. It was 
really good fun getting the amphitheatre looking lovely again. 
 
Mrs CK, Mr Edgington and Mrs Treasure         
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

This week the children have completed their Phonics Screening Checks. They have shown 
incredible courage and resilience this week and we are very proud of them all. Well done Year One! 
In English this week the children have begun exploring a next text - The Last Tree in the City. They 
have explored the new vocabulary in the story and have applied it within a setting description. In 
Maths the children have finished their work with place value up to 100. This has been a challenging 
unit of work for the children and is something that everyone could benefit from continuing to practice 
at home ahead of Year Two.  
In Geography the children have drawn maps of Picket Twenty, using symbols for key locations on 
the map. Whilst in Computing the children explored Beebots for the first time and learnt how program 
them to move to a different target.  
 
Miss Miners, Mrs Wakefield and Mrs Edgington 
 

     



Beech & Pine 

Aspen, Hawthorn & Juniper  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Author visits! 

We have not one but two authors visiting Pilgrims’ Cross Primary this summer term! How about 
purchasing some reading matter for the summer holidays? 
 
We are pleased to announce that Cathy Faulkner will be visiting Pilgrims’ Cross to talk to our Year 5/6 
pupils on Tuesday 21st July. She will also be signing books. Please check out the link below to pre-order 
copies. 

 
Also visiting will be the author VS Nelson, who writes science fiction books. He will be leading a science 
and writing-based workshop for our Year 5/6 pupils on Friday 10th July. His book, The Girl Who Sold 

 Another fantastic week in Year 4. The children started the week by going to see the year 5/6 classes 
that they could be in next year, which was very exciting.  
In our learning, we have been continuing with our transformation story in English and have begun the 
initial planning stages ready for writing next week. In maths, we have introduced the bus stop method in 
short division which has proved to be quite challenging once we have introduced remainders to the 
children.  
Within history, we have continued our journey into finding out about the Ancient Maya Civilisation where 
we have looked at some images of significant locations and understood their purpose and importance to 
the Maya people. When the weather has allowed, we have been able to get outside for PE to play rugby 
and also been practicing our skills in athletics ready for Sports Day. 
Enjoy the weekend and the sunshine! See you next week. 
 
Miss Howick, Miss Markham and Mr Osmond  
 
                                   
 
 

       
 
 
 

In Year 5/6 this week, we have thoroughly investigated angles in different shapes. We have classified, 
measured, and estimated angles in quadrilaterals, triangles and parallelograms. We finished with 
finding the difference between the radius, circumference, and diameter of circles. The children have 
been very successful with their Maths learning this week; frequently filling the ‘thumbs up’ pile at the 
end of the lesson. We have written the 1st half of our persuasive letters in English. The children have 
identified and used plenty of persuasive language features in order to convince the town mayor to tear 
down the strange water tower on the edge of town. Finally, the Year 6’s have begun their production 
auditions and have completed a read through of the entire script. It has been great to see the children 
already busy learning their lines at home. We encourage this as much as possible. The Year 5’s have 
been introduced to two future trips in the coming weeks. These should be exciting and fulfilling and a 
great way to end a busy school year. Well done to all the children again for their hard work this week. 
Mr Childs, Mr Hambidge and Mrs McNee 
 
 
 
 



Time, is now available on Arbor to pre-purchase (for Year 5 and 6 only) you will find this under the School 
Shop section.  Also included is a free book (a different one) with every sale. He will be signing books too! 
 

 

Transition update & staffing news 

On Monday, the children went to look at the classrooms that they might be in next year. Year 2 have he 
biggest change- going all the way around the building to the other corridor! Next week, on Monday, your 
children will be finding out their new classes. 
I am delighted to announce that we have appointed Miss Louise Hardy, who will be Beech Class teacher 
next year. We look forward to welcoming her to Pilgrims’ Cross! 

 

On your bike! 

Want to get your child cycling? Helpful information below… 
 

• Get your bike checked and learn basic maintenance skills at a community 
event: https://www.cyclinguk.org/bigbikerevival/take-part  

• Did you know many Repair Cafés offer bike repair? And they can also signpost you to other local 
repair services! Find your local Repair Café 
here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/loveyourfurniture#repair 

• My Journey Hampshire also have some great tips on looking after your bike or picking up a second 
hand bargain: https://myjourneyhampshire.com/cycle/looking-after-your-bike/ 

• Take a look at subscription services such as Bike Club to hire the perfect size bike for your child, 
and swap to a larger size when they’re ready! Money Saving Expert have also shared this helpful 
article on long term bike hire. 

 

https://www.cyclinguk.org/bigbikerevival/take-part
https://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/loveyourfurniture#repair
https://myjourneyhampshire.com/cycle/looking-after-your-bike/
https://bikeclub.com/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/team-blog/2018/05/would-you-rent-your-child-s-bike-/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/team-blog/2018/05/would-you-rent-your-child-s-bike-/


SEND information for parents/carers 

Are you thinking a lot about your child and the provision that is best for them? Do you have questions 
about SEND, what an EHCP is and whether you think your child needs one? Do you know what Ordinarily 
Available Provision is and how schools are required to have provision which benefits all pupils- as well 
targeted provision f pupils with identified SEND? 
Why now book yourself onto these really useful, free workshops for parents & carers? 
Please signpost friends to these, if they don’t know about them… 
 

 



Safeguarding- Domestic Abuse 

Do you or someon you know suffer from domestic abuse? You have the right to feel safe. Contact 
Hampshire’s support line for help or adivce. 
 

 
 

 

Attendance 

Our attendance was only 94% this week, due to many families taking unauthorised holiday. Good 
attendance is strongly linked to educational outcomes, including GCSE grades at secondary. The more 
children are in school, the better they do. Please support us by avoiding term time for holidays. 
 
We will continue to monitor our children’s attendance during our weekly reviews so please do not be 
alarmed if we communicate when we have noticed attendance decreasing. We understand that 
illnesses can often not be avoided and will always look to work together to help wherever we can.  
Mrs Hathaway Familysupport@pilgrimscross.co.uk   

mailto:Familysupport@pilgrimscross.co.uk


 Music of the week 

The children have been enjoying the amazing M People and their track 
Moving on Up, to link with our theme of transition in collective worship. 
Why not search up this track at home for some uplifting 90s vibes! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Useful parent links 

• Free CAMHS events for parent and carers. Full details and booking links are available on the 
CAMHS events page:  

 https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/  
 

• The Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, has published a guide to help parents and 
carers navigate the challenge of managing children’s everyday online habits. This is a practical 
resource to share with parents and carers, particularly at transition points or where online harms 
are presenting in school.   

    
  
The downloads can be found here: 'What I wish my parents or carers knew…': A guide for parents and 
carers on managing children’s digital lives | Children's Commissioner for England 

 

 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/


Key dates 

• Saturday 13th June – Summer Fete  

• Friday 19th June 2026- INSET day 

• Monday 22nd June – Sports Day!  

• Wednesday 24th June – Year 2 Trip to Southsea Beach and Castle  

• Friday 26th June 2026 – Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Winchester Cathedral 

• Tuesday 7th July – School transition: Moving up day 1 

• Monday 13th July – School transition: Moving Up day 2 

• Tuesday 14th July – Year 6 Graduation at the Lights Andover  

• Wednesday 15th July – School Summer Disco (Year R-5) 

• Friday 17th July – Year 6 Leavers Disco  

• Wednesday 22nd July – Non School Uniform Day – What I want to be when I grow up! 

• Tuesday 1st September 2026 - Inset Day 1 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - Inset Day 2 

• Friday 23rd October 2026 - Inset Day 3 

• Tuesday 20th July 2027 – Inset Day 4 

• Wednesday 21st July 2027 – Inset Day 5 

Please check out our website calendar for all relevant dates: 
https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8&pid=8&viewid=1 

 

 

https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8&pid=8&viewid=1


 



 
    

 


