
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Pupil voice’ is really important at Pilgrims’ Cross. If our vision is that our children make a positive difference 
in God’s world, then giving them the tools and experiences to grow in creating change whilst they are at 
primary school is key. Today, our School Council met with Ryan from the company Kompan. They are due 
to install a new play park on the Picket Twenty development, and he wanted to elicit their views on the 
equipment choices. He also had a presentation to share- 
showing that the company use recycled marine waste 
found floating in the sea, such as fishing nets, to make 
into the plastic elements of their parks. The children were 
very keen on this ‘green’ idea.  
 
Our Councillors expressed their preferences on elements 
of the parks- which will be taken into consideration by the 
company- the children have made a difference! Next 
week, they will be presenting to their classes and asking, 
THEM in turn, to express their views on the park designs. 
Well done, children! 
 
Parent/carer voice is important too. If you haven’t already done so, please complete my behaviour survey- 
see link below. We would appreciate your views, as we develop our updated Behaviour Policy. 
 

Jim Cascarini – Headteacher 

headteacher@pilgrimscross.co.uk  
 
 

 

Vision Awards 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all our children who received a 
Vision Award this week… 

Love Courage Trust 

Oak Bobby W   

Willow Elsie T    

Sycamore Kyron M   

Maple   Philip D 

Hazel Faye 

Lime Raea F   

Elm Myla D   

Ash  Nanlung L  

Beech    Pollyanna W 

Pine   Cleo S 

Hawthorn  Leah B  

Aspen Laila-Grace C   

Juniper  Anissia M  
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What we have been learning this week 

Willow & Oak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sycamore & Maple 
 

 
 
 
Lime & Hazel 
 

 

This week in English we have started to write out own circular narrative. We have created our own 
character and began to take them on a journey through some interesting places - perhaps talk to your 
children about where they took their character? In maths we have started our unit on addition and 
subtraction. Please continue counting in 2's, 5's 10's and 3's at home with your child.  We have looked 
at adding and subtracting 1's too. In Art we have been creating our very own stained glass window 
maps using a range of mixed media. We have continued to learn how to form new letters and next 
week will be learning to write letters from the slider family|! This will really help us to join later on in the 
year. In Computing we went on a safari around the school in search of technology and we found lots 
of technological items! 
 
Miss Samuel and Miss Dewsbury 
 
  

This week the children in Year One have spent time learning about 'Part Whole Models' in Maths. 
They have used these to help them understand the process of addition and are able to transfer this 
information into a number sentence using + and =. We will be continuing our work on this next week. 
Why not ask your child to teach you what a 'Part Whole Model' is this weekend? 
 
In English the children have written the next part of the Old Bear story. We continue to be so proud of 
the effort and resilience the children are showing in their writing. Next week we will write the ending to 
the story! The children have really enjoyed our new handwriting sessions and are working hard on 
their letter formation. 
 
In Computing the children have learnt how to draw shapes on Sketchpad and have shown that they 
can drag and change the size of the shapes. This was tricky but they worked so hard on it. In Art we 
have been exploring shapes within pictures and mapped out the shapes we could spot in photographs 
of faces. In PE we were superheroes and villains, which was great fun! The children were super 
speedy! 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mrs Edgington, Miss Miners and Mrs Oliver-Hawkins 
 
 

 
We have had great fun outside this week.  We have had the bikes out, we've been in the mud kitchen 
and we've enjoyed rolling down the hill.   
In Phonics we learnt the sounds h, b, f and l and we have started to segment words to spell.  We 
looked at rhyming within the story "oi dog"- for example ‘cat’ and ‘mat’, ‘frog’ and ‘log’, etc.  In maths we 
have been looking at repeating patterns using the AB rule so red, blue, red, blue, etc. 

We found the biggest spider in the courtyard area and we looked very closely at its features, while it 

was running up and down Mr Edgington's arms. 
Finally, we picked some apples and enjoyed eating our apple crumbles. 
Well done Year R, you are smashing it! 
 
Mrs CK, Mr Edgington and Mrs Treasure.  
 

       
 



 Elm & Ash 
 

 
 
Beech & Pine 

 
Aspen, Hawthorn & Juniper  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A few reminders & notices… 

Please make sure you only provide your Key Stage 2 child with a healthy snack (fruit, vegetables or a 
cereal bar) for breaktimes- no crisps, chocolate, etc. These have been creeping in to school (or out of 
lunchboxes!) 
Please do not let your child bring in fidget toys unless agreed with the SENCo/class teacher, as a result of 
a specific learning need. These should help children focus- we prefer the term ‘focus tools’- rather than 
distract your child or others. 
Our Eco Ambassadors are organising a litter poster campaign to raise awareness of keeping our school 
site, local community and planet tidier - more details in the newsletter next week. 

 
Year 3 have had another hardworking week. We have started to plan our explanations based on the 
pit we designed to catch the Iron Man. These should set us up for some wonderful writing. In 
computing, we continued to look at how information travels across the web. Finally, in maths we 
started to look at crossing the tens boundary when adding. Well done to all involved. 
 
Mr Dookheran & Mrs Bryan 

 
 
 
    
     
 
 

This week in Year 4, the children have been working really hard and we have seen such positive 
attitudes towards work and one another. In maths, we have started looking at addition and subtraction, 
introducing the column method, which a lot of the children have picked up really well. Within English, we 
have been continuing with our immersion lessons around news reports, and the children have had the 
opportunity to develop their news reporter skills by reporting about a case of a beached orca in Orkney. 
It's safe to say, some of the children have definitely got a talent, ready for the big screen! As well as this, 
we have been continuing to develop our knowledge of the Amazon Rainforest in geography and have 
even started writing letters to the President of Brazil to explain the threats that the Amazon is facing. In 
the next couple of weeks, we will be getting out in the local area to explore how our local woodlands are 
used and how this might differ from the rainforests.  
 
Mrs Howick, Mrs Featherstone and Mr Osmond  
 
 
 
 

In Year 5 and 6 this week, we have finished our diary entry as the character Rose Blanche. The children 
have written some well-produced, detailed pieces of writing using parenthesis, colons, and semi-colons. 
They have also edited and corrected any mistakes individually, which has been great to see. We have 
also learnt about women’s roles during WW2 and the part they played in defeating Germany. The 
children looked at sources, analysed their reliability, and answered questions based on what they found 
out. Furthermore, we have begun our new Maths learning journey around multiplication and division – 
understanding the difference between multiples and common multiples. Finally, we have looked at 
taxonomy as a way of classifying animals in the way Carl Linnaeus did. We looked at the different 
kingdoms and decided what classes and families each animal would be best suited to. Once again, the 
children have all worked very hard this week and have produced some brilliant work! We hope you all 
have a relaxing weekend. 
 
Mr Childs, Mr Hambidge and Mrs McNee 
 
 
 



Job vacancies 

Learning Support Assistant (LSA)  
Monday to Friday 8.00am to 3.00pm with half hour lunchtime duty. This is a fixed contract until the end of 
August 2026 with a review to extend into the following year. 
 
Experience of working with children is essential, as the person will be working one-to-one with pupils. 
 
Termtime only but will include INSET days. 
 
All enquiries or a request for an application pack are to go through the recruitment@pilgrimscross.co.uk 
email. More details are on the Hampshire Education website. 
 
Cleaner 
 
Monday to Friday 3pm to 6pm. This is a fixed term contract until August 2026 with a review to extend into 
the following year. 
 
Term Time only but will include inset days and deep cleaners during the school holiday period 
 
All enquiries or an application pack are to go through recruitment@pilgrimscross.co.uk  
 
We hope to welcome you to our team soon. 
 

Harvest appeal 

Our children have been learning about 
‘gleaning’ (ask them what it means!) and 
the story of Ruth & Boaz from the Bible. 
We are collecting for our Harvest Festival 
from next week- please could you 
consider donating some of the items 
below, to help those in need? We will 
arrange for someone from the Food Bank 
to collect items and speak with the 
children too. Thank you! 
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School Photographers  

On Monday 20th October, Tempest Photographers will be in school to photograph your children for their 
annual individual portraits.  
If you would like to have siblings photographed together, we ask that you come to the school hall from 
7.55am and this can be done. We will be unable to take sibling photographs during the day. If you 
have pre-school or older siblings, you wish to have included then of course please bring those with you also 
for that 7.55am slot. 
These photos make great Christmas presents for relatives! 

Parent/carer Behaviour Survey 

We would love to hear your views on behaviour at Pilgrims’ Cross. Could you please take a few minutes 
this weekend to fill out our parent/carer survey? https://forms.office.com/e/Ufh7DUhVnD  
 

Attendance 

Here are the Kompan playpark designs, which were shown to the School Council… 

    

Attendance 

Our current whole school attendance this year so far stands at 96.1% which slightly lower than the previous 
weeks, but still a little above our school target.  
We will continue to monitor our children’s attendance during our weekly reviews so please do not be 
alarmed if we communicate when we have noticed attendance decreasing. We understand that 
illnesses can often not be avoided and will always look to work together to help wherever we can.  
 
Have a lovely weekend - Mrs Hathaway Familysupport@pilgrimscross.co.uk   

Family Support 

We have been able to secure some upcoming Parent Workshops based on managing ‘big emotions’ and 
helping with strategies when responding to behaviour at home. These workshops will be presented by the 
Primary Behaviour Service who we work closely with and whose techniques we are guided by within 
school. 
 
Each workshop will be followed up with a coffee morning two weeks later to be able to reflect on putting the 
learning into practice and brainstorm any particular challenges with the PBS team. 
Dates for these are: 
11th November at 8.30am 
26th November at 8.30am 
20th January at 8.30am 
04th February at 8.30am 
 
To book your space please follow the link below: 
https://forms.office.com/e/WZ17JZdUaC 
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Safeguarding- Group Chats 

Before you allow your children to take part in group chats, please look over these helpful tips… 

 



FOPS – dates for the term 

Please support as many of these exciting community events, organised by our wonderful Friends of 
Pilgrims’ Cross. 
 

Wednesday 22nd October Bags2School Collection 

Thursday 23rd October 

Non-Uniform Day – Colour Day! (or wear uniform, if you’d 
rather) 
Pay £1 to wear the non-uniform colour assigned to your year 
group 

Wednesday 5th November Firework Night 

Sunday 23rd November Christmas Wreath Making Workshop 

Wednesday 10th December Christmas Disco 
“Rudolph Rave” 

Friday 19th December Non-Uniform Day - TBA 

Friday 13th February Non-Uniform Day – Yes Day! 
Please provide 50p per thing you say ‘Yes’ to! 

Friday 27th March Non-Uniform Day – Crazy Hair Day! 
Please provide an Easter Egg to be donated to the Food Bank 

Saturday 13th June Summer Fete 

Wednesday 15th July Summer Discos 

Friday 17th July Year 6 Disco 
 

Community Centre event… 

 
 

 How about joining in with this helpful self-defence and 
personal safety session? 



Key dates 

• Monday 20th October- Individual School Photographs  

• Monday 20th October- Year 1 Class Celebration @ 2.15pm 

• Tuesday 21st October- Year 3 Class Celebration @ 8.45am 

• Tuesday 21st October- Year R Class Celebration @ 2.15am 

• Wednesday 22nd October- Year 4 Class Celebration @ 8.45am 

• Wednesday 22nd October- Year 2 Class Celebration @ 2.15pm 

• Thursday 23rd October- Year 5/6 Class Celebration @ 8.45am  

• Friday 24th October- INSET day 3 

• Wednesday 5th November- FOPS Firework Night 5.30pm-7.30pm 

• Tuesday 11th November- Tuesday 18th November – Book Fair (more details to follow) 

• Tuesday 11th November- Parent Workshop (school hall)- Big Feelings, 8.30am (see details above) 

• Tuesday 11th November- Parent/Carer Evening 

• Thursday 13th November- Parent/Carer Evening  

• Wednesday 26th November- Parent Workshop- Big Feelings (school hall), 8.30am (see details 

above) 

• Thursday 11th December- KS2 Christingle Service @ All Saints Church 

• Monday 5th January 2026- INSET day 4 

• Friday 19th June 2026- INSET day 5 

Please check out our website calendar for all relevant dates: 
https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8&pid=8&viewid=1  
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