
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Pilgrims’ Cross is improving! I hope you found the Ofsted monitoring visit report encouraging (link below) 
last week. This week, please check out our newly-revamped website, if you have not come across it 
already: https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/ I want to make this an even better front-facing way of 
communicating all we do to parents/carers and the community looking in. Please do drop me a line with 
any feedback you have on the new website… 
As we make improvements as a school, one of the things I want to do is continue to enrich the curriculum, 
giving children increasingly rich extra-curricular opportunities as well as in-lesson experiences. Next year, I 
would like to begin to offer music lessons to those families who would like their 
children to learn a musical instrument.  
Music is one of the biggest joys in my life! I was forced to learn violin by my 
mother when I was at primary school. Looking back, I am so glad that she 
made me do it! This gave me confidence and a foundation for enjoying music-
making as I grew up. Picking up the guitar in my teenage years was something 
which got me through secondary school- and I still use it in my daily life 
nowadays, leading worship at church and school, as well as jamming with 
others! In my teens I got into DJing, playing House music sets in the 1990s 
(yes, I AM that old to have done this with vinyl!) Nowadays, going to see & 
experience live music are still highlights of my year.  
I’d love to foster a love of music & opportunities for music-making at Pilgrims’ Cross. If you can, please 
take 5 minutes to complete my music survey, to help us plan to offer music lessons next academic year. 
Here is the link to the survey: https://forms.office.com/e/dWkFpbWmBX or scan the QR code above… 
 

Jim Cascarini – Headteacher 

headteacher@pilgrimscross.co.uk  

Vision Awards 

 
 Congratulations to all our children who received a 

Vision Award this week… 
Love Courage Trust 

Oak  Everley F-E  

Willow  Barney F  

Sycamore Olivia K  

Maple  Elias J  

Hazel Jake W    

Lime  Logan B  

Chestnut   Alec H  

Elm Ryan w  Riley S  

Ash Poppy T 

Beech    Leo H  

Pine Annabelle E   

Hawthorn  Rebecca B 
Charlotte B  

 

Aspen Junior Y   

Juniper  Drishti R  
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What we have been learning this week… 

 
Willow & Oak 

 
 
Sycamore & Maple 

 
 
 Lime & Hazel 

 
  

 

This week in Year 2 we have been putting our scientific skills to the test! We had the opportunity to 
test out the properties of some everyday objects this week and collected our findings in a table. In 
Music we learnt about pitch and used our new learning to play tunes on the glockenspiels! Our 
Geography this week was all about locating the oceans of the world which we were able to use the 
atlases for. In English we have been planning, writing and editing our innovative stories based loosely 
on Lila and the Secret of Rain. The children have had great fun swapping out characters and settings! 
In Maths we have focused on counting pence and pounds before combining the two so that we can 
calculate and compare. See you next week!  
 

Miss Samuel and Miss Lavin  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week the children have become authors and have written their own retelling of 'Mini Rabbit Not 
Lost' in the role of Mini Rabbit herself. The children made rabbit headbands and wore them to help 
them get into character as they wrote their stories. We were so impressed at how much the children 
have remembered in this learning journey. In Maths, we have started to learn how to add 2 numbers to 
20. This has been very tricky but the children have really persevered with this.  In Geography we have 
learnt about compass directions and thought about what we could see at the different compass points. 
Finally, we made some paper trees using the skills we have learnt in Art. These look amazing and we 
look forward to putting them up on display.  
 
Miss Miners and Mrs Edgington 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have had a focussed week with some changes within the classroom which the children have found 
very exciting.  We have streamlined our small world play to focus on the children's interest of 
dinosaurs, we have also linked this to our construction play.  Our home corner is larger and now has a 
front room with a chair by the fire for the children to relax in.  There is also a mindful space where 
children can go to, to relax and read stories to the teddies in there.  Our outdoor hairdressers have 
also been a big hit and Mr Edgington has loved getting his hair sorted! 
Phonics this week we learnt the digraphs "ur", "ow", "oi" and the trigraph "ear" and we have also learnt 
the tricky words "my", "by" and " all". 
In maths we have been learning about mass.  Which object is heavier or lighter and how can we 
balance our scales using cubes to work out the weight of objects? We carried this on in a larger scale 
for Welly Wednesday, using the outdoor space and a coat hanger and buckets.  It was a lot of fun! 
Our story has been "The way back home" by Rachel Bright.  We talked about the importance of 
trusting other people to help us when we are feeling lost and lonely which links to our worship, where 
Moses trusted God to help him part the Red Sea. 
Wow, we didn't realise how busy this week has actually been!!  Looking forward to another busy and 
exciting week next week! 
Well done Oak and Willow! 
 
Mrs CK, Mrs Treasure and Mr Edgington 
 
 
 

 
 



Chestnut & Elm 

 
 
Beech & Ash 

 
Pine & Hawthorn 

 
 
 

In Year 5 this week, we have begun our new Maths learning journey of fractions, decimals and 
percentages. The children have been identifying similarities and differences between tenths and 
hundredths as well as finding equivalent fractions and decimals. In English we have built all the 
components for our non-chronological report of the moon Pandora and are excited to create our two-
page piece of work on Monday. Finally, the children have discussed and drawn what their 
interpretation of purgatory would be, with some thoughtful and creative ideas shared with each class. 

Well done to all the children in Year 5 for their hard work this week. 
 
 
Mr Dookheran & Mr Childs 
 

    

This week we have been working hard on our non-chronological reports on Antarctica. We have 
focussed on interesting vocabulary and have begun writing in paragraphs. In our Science lesson we 
have continued exploring rocks and became scientists by investigating the properties of them using 
vinegar, water and scratching them. During music this week, we became Vikings and loved singing the 
‘Dragon Ships’ song. In PSHE we have been learning about choices and that different people are 
allowed to make different choices. We read the story ‘Would you rather’ and then discussed which 
choice they would make and why. Our week finished by making our Antarctica research centre using 
junk modelling and the nets of 3D-shapes. The children really enjoyed this and demonstrated their 
creative side; as well as problem solving skills. 
 

 
 

Well done, Year 3! 
 
Miss Plaw and Miss Dewsbury  
 

   

Another joyful week in year 4. We have been tackling multiplication this week, using formal written 
methods. The children have enjoyed learning both an expanded version and single line version of this 
short multiplication method. We have practiced with many fluency questions but also tried to embed 
and challenge our understanding through problem solving and reasoning questions. In English, we 
have been writing a narrative from the point of view of a banana farmer going about their day, the 
children have tried to include fronted adverbials, subordinating and coordinating conjunctions as well 
as a range of vocabulary in their writing. We had an insightful geography lesson where we looked at 
some of the food in our lunch boxes to see where they had come from or been made, then we looked 
at how many food miles this would be. We had our first science lesson on states of matter, specifically 
focussing on solids and their characteristics. We have felt that both classes have worked particularly 
hard this week and other adults have even commented on this too, so thank you year 4, keep it up! 
 
 
Miss Collier and Mrs Allison 
 
 



Aspen & Juniper

 
 

Sora 

Log on to Sora, using the guide below… 
 

 

Coffee & catch-up 

We are re-instating the parent/carer & Headteacher coffee & catch-up mornings, on Tuesdays. If you 
would like to drop by for a chat, to ask anything or simply to make contact, please do. They will be from 
8.40am-9.00am. Mrs Hathaway will also be there- do come along! 

Ofsted report 

Please click on ths link below to check out the outcomes of the monitoring visit that we had from Ofsted at 
the end of last year. 
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50266492 

SEN Learning Plans 

At the recent parent/carer consultation evenings, teachers should have shared the learning plans for 
children on our SEN register you. If you have a comment about the learning plan do send Mrs Hutchison 
an e-mail to senco@pilgrimscross.co.uk and she will transfer your comments into the parent/carers’ 
comment section on the plan. 

In art, Year 6 have been exploring the patterns, colours and symbols of Maya art. They looked closely 
at the work of the Mexican artist, Diego Rivera and were able to identify the Maya influences in his 
work. They have gone on to enjoy some experimental mark making, where they drew patterns and 
imagery from Mayan art. Next, they learnt about Mayan spirit companions and, inspired by this, 
created symbols to represent themselves - their character, personality, likes and dislikes. 
Next week we will share some of their finished pieces! 
 

Mrs Cocks, Miss Howick and Mr Osmond 
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Mindfulness 

 
 

Class Celebrations 

Here are the dates & times of the upcoming class celebrations. We’ve given them to you with, we hope, 
enough time for working parents/carers to book time out of work. Do please all come along to celebrate the 
learning for this half of term with your children… 
 
Monday 10th February: 8.45am - Year 5 and 2.15pm - Year 2 
Tuesday 11th February: 8.45am – Year 4 and 2.15pm - Year 1 
Wednesday 12th February: 2.15pm - Year R 
Thursday 13th February: 8.45am – Year 6 and 2.15pm - Year 3 



Safeguarding- TikTok 

 



Attendance 

Our school attendance this year stands at 96%- above the current national average of 94.5%. Children 
need to be in school every day to make the best progress. 
 

Key dates 

• Year 6 Bikeability 3rd – 5th February  

• Monday 10th February- Friday 14th February- class celebrations 

• Monday 10th February: Class Celebrations (8.45am - Year 5 and 2.15pm - Year 2) 

• Tuesday 11th February: Class Celebrations (8.45am – Year 4 and 2.15pm - Year 1) 

• Wednesday 12th February: Class Celebrations (2.15pm - Year R) 

• Thursday 13th February: Class Celebrations (8.45am – Year 6 and 2.15pm - Year 3) 

• w/b Monday 16th June- Thursday 19th June-Year 6 residential, Hooke Court 

Please check out our website calendar for all relevant dates: 
https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8&pid=8&viewid=1  
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