
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 
I am pleased to announce that 60% of you are on Santa’s ‘good list’! You have 
already signed up to the Arbor app, ready for us to be using more in 2025. If you 
do not want a lump of coal in your stocking, please go onto the App Store and sign 
up for it now! 

 
Another exciting tech-based portal is Sora. Your child 
has access to thousands of beautiful online books- and magazines (including 
Minecraft Magazine & National Geographic Kids)! Through their Sora account, 
they can borrow, read and return books & magazines- just like an online library! 
There are also brilliant audiobooks- perfect for bedtime stories! Miss Collier has 

given you some more information, below, in order to get you connected. 
 
The last tecchie thing I’d like you to complete is our parent/carer survey. Those of you who have already 
responded deserve an extra present under the tree! Please scan the QR code 
to the right, or click on the link here: https://forms.office.com/e/U20n0QhuDG 
 
Many thanks! 

Jim Cascarini – Headteacher  

headteacher@pilgrimscross.co.uk  

Vision Awards 

 
 Congratulations to all our children who received a 

Vision Award this week… 
Love Courage Trust 

Oak   Poppy M 

Willow  Aria-Leigh W  

Sycamore  Rio P  

Maple  Charlotte P   

Hazel Felix S   

Lime Everlea B   

Chestnut  Olivia-Grace B  

Elm  Hunter B  

Ash Elliot C 

Beech   Freyja H  

Pine Toby R   

Hawthorn Corey M 

Aspen   Maisie H 

Juniper Harry W 
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What we have been learning this week… 

 
Willow & Oak 
 

 
 
Sycamore & Maple 

 
 
 Lime & Hazel 

 
  
Chestnut & Elm 

 
 

This week as continued to be a busy one! The children have written their diary entries and worked really hard 
on editing their learning. In maths, we have begun a new unit of learning based on multiplication and division. 
The children practiced describing arrays as well as recognising multiples of 2, 5 and 10. In French, they have 
looked at some artwork by the artist ‘Henri Matisse’ and learnt how to ask for shapes of different colours and 
sizes. In History, the children have found out about the importance of trade during the ‘Iron age’ and enjoyed 
the game played with a focus on ‘bartering’ and what Iron Age people needed to survive. As part of our PE 
learning the children have explored seated balances and worked hard on games and activities in a small group. 
Keep up the hard work! 
Miss Plaw & Miss Boyce 
 

This week in year 2 we have got into the festive feelings by making our own decorations and decorating our 
classrooms for Christmas! We have started our new learning journey in English, looking at the story Little Red 
and the very hungry lion and have compared this story to other red riding hood stories we have read before. In 
science we did an experiment involving woodlice to see if they preferred to live in a dry or damp place and in 
PSHE we have been looking at steps to success and talking about what we enjoy doing. We have also been 
practicing our nativity this week. Please ensure children are continuing to practice their lines at home! We are 
looking forward to another fun-filled week.  
Miss Samuel & Miss Lavin 

The children in Year One have worked exceptionally hard this week by showing us all the learning they have 
done this term in their end of term 'quizzes'. We are really proud of their focus, resilience and progress! The 
routines have looked different this week and the children have handled those changes well. Within English the 
children learnt to use the word 'and' to join to simple noun phrases together e.g. The witch has a black hat and 
pointy shoes. In Science this week we completed an investigation into the toughness of different materials. Te 
children enjoyed sharing their predictions with each other and then discussing their observations. In RE this 
week we reviewed our learning from this half term by matching images of worship places and representations of 
God from the Muslim, Hindu and Christian faiths. In addition, we have continued our Nativity preparation by 
moving our rehearsals into the school hall! A busy, busy week in Year One. Well done everyone! 
 
Miss Miners & Mrs Edgington 

 

Well we've all started to get into the Christmas spirit this week. Our trees are decorated, our elf wrapping station 
is up and we've been practising making paper chains so we can make decorations for our classrooms.   
In phonics we've been reviewing what we already know and practising blending our sounds to read words. 
We've gone over all of our tricky words and we've been practising lots of new spelling words.  
In maths we have been thinking about squares and rectangles. Why is it a square and not a rectangle?  This is 
helping us to practise our reasoning skills and explaining our thinking.  
We just love getting wet so we decided the elves’ socks needed washing and we have been cleaning their 
socks and drying them in the outside area.  
Finally, we have been practising our nativity. We are working so hard to learn our songs and where we are 
meant to stand. It's been very hard work but we hope you enjoy our performances next week (Tuesday and 
Friday at 2pm).  
Well done year R. You make us so very proud every day and we can see how much you are growing into 
wonderful learners.  
On a side note, can we please ask if you have any spare boxes for junk modelling or for the children to practise 
wrapping, any spare herbs or spices for our water kitchen outside or any spare cards, invitation or present 
labels so children can practise writing we would really love them for the children. Please bring them to Mrs CK 
in Oak Class and we will ensure they are distributed for all the children to enjoy. Please spread the word to 
other parents as well as everything helps at this time of year.  
Thank you, Year R team.  
 



Beech & Ash 

 
 
Pine & Hawthorn 

 
 
Aspen & Juniper 

 
 

Christmas Carol Singing 

This year, we are doing Christmas Carol Singing on the evening of 19th December. Starting around 
6/6.30pm, we will take a route around the Picket Twenty estate, finishing with hot chocolate and wise 
words from Rev. Lauren. This week, we practised Away in a Manger and will be continuing to learn the 
melodies and meanings of tricky words in other Christmas carols. 
We would like as many children and families to join us along the way! More details next week… 

Arbor 

We would like to invite all parents/carers to begin signing up to the 
Arbor Parent App. Please download the app from your app store 
and put in your email address which is associated with the current 
details that we have for you in school. 
 
Click ‘forgotten password’ and you’ll receive an email to set up a 
password. 
 
Once you have done this, have a look around the app. You should 
be able to see your child(ren)’s details. 
 
In the spring, we will begin using this for communications, trips, 
bookings and payments.  

Parents’/carers’ evenings-  

We are delighted to let you know that we are holding parent/carer consultations on Thursday 9th & 
Tuesday 14th January, from 3.00pm-6.00pm. These consultations will focus on academic progress, gaps 
in learning and next-step targets. 

The link for booking is:  https://pilgrimscrossce.schoolcloud.co.uk/  

A productive week of learning in Year 6! Our English lessons have focussed on writing information reports 
about the Andover Workhouse Scandal - we have carefully referred to the planning we created last week to 
ensure that our writing is well-organised and includes all the grisly details! We can't wait to share them with 
Andover Museum. In maths, we have taken on the challenge of dividing fractions by whole numbers and finding 
fractions of amounts; we have represented these tricky problems with bar models, helping us to understand 
how to reach a solution. 
 
Mr Osmond, Miss Howick & Mrs Cocks 

 
 
 

In Year 5 this week we have finished our Maths learning journey, conquering fractions. The children have 
finished with adding and subtracting mixed numbers by converting to an improper fraction first. In English, we 
have begun our final learning journey by analysing the character of Grendel in our text 'Beowulf'.  Our outcome 
is to create a piece of descriptive writing and, as a class, we have dedicated time to identifying the purpose and 
audience of our outcome. Finally, a huge well done to all the children in Year 5 for smashing their test week! 
They should be very proud of themselves! 
Mr Dookheran & Mr Childs 

We have had a lovely week in year 4! We have started writing our diary entries as a Victorian maid, after a 
strong start we can't wait to see how they finish. We are so proud of the children for completing their tests in 
Maths and reading.  
In music we enjoyed creating a walking bass line with the glockenspiel and performing this for the class. We 
have also loved developing our understanding in History about how children's lives have changed looking at 
leisure time for children in the Victorian era and our leisure time today.  
Keep up the good work,  
 
Miss Collier and Mrs Allison  
 

https://pilgrimscrossce.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Thank you! 

What a successful Book Fair we had this year! Many of you purchased quality books for your children. The 
total brought by parents was £638.61 and rewards earned for the school £255.44- this money will go 
straight in to re-stocking our class book corners, so the children have more quality books to browse in 
class. Thank you! 

Inhalers 

We had an incident recently where a child brought an inhaler in to school. Any medication MUST be 
authorised with a conversation between school & home. Please talk to Mrs Hopgood in the office if your 
child needs medication in school, and we can set this up for you. 

Staffing news 

Miss Boyce will be leaving us at the end of this term. I want to thank her for her hard work, covering 
Chestnut Class this autumn term. I am delighted to announce that Miss Dewsbury will be the Chestnut 
Class teacher in January. Next Wednesday 11th December, the class will have an opportunity to meet her. 
Please say hello to her at the end of the day, if you get the chance. 
Also, we will be saying ‘thank you and farewell’ to Mrs Timbrell & Mrs Tivey, who finish at Christmas. They 
have been with us for many years and have provided a great start to our youngest learners. I am sure you 
will want to say ‘thank you’ to them over the next two weeks. I am excited to remind you that Mr Edgington 
will be the Willow Class teacher in January. He is also in on Wednesday this coming week, to spend time 
with the children & to hand over from the team in Willow Class. 

Sora 

Log on to Sora, using the guide below… 
 

 



Winter Fair 

Thursday 12th December is our Christmas Fair- from 5-7pm. Do join us! 
 
 
 

 
 

Picket Twenty Christmas event… 

 
 



Safeguarding- mental health apps 

 

 



Attendance 

A reminder that advice on if you should send your child to school or not can be found at: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
Please help us by encouraging your child to arrive at school punctually, and to enter the classroom with 
their friends so they don’t miss any of their morning learning- thank you!  

Andover fun! 

Check out the exciting evening of Christmas- 
related activities and opportunities to do soon, in 
Andover! 

  

Key dates 

• Tuesday 10th December- EYFS Wriggly Nativity, 2pm 

• Thursday 12th December- Christmas Jumper Day (for Save the Children) 

• Thursday 12th December- FOPS Winter Fair 

• Friday 13th December- EYFS Wriggly Nativity, 2pm 

• Tuesday 17th December- KS1 Nativity- Baaaarmy Bethlehem, 9.15am 

• Tuesday 17th December – Christmas School Dinner 

• Wednesday 18th December- KS1 Nativity- Baaaarmy Bethlehem, 2pm 

• Thursday 19th December – Christmas Party Lunch 

• Thursday 19th December- Evening Christmas Carol Singing & Hot Chocolate 

• Friday 20th December 2024- INSET Day 3 

• Monday 6th January 2025- INSET Day 4 

• Thursday 9th January- Parent/carer learning consultations (3.00pm-6.00pm) 

• Tuesday 14th January- Parent/carer learning consultations (3.00pm-6.00pm) 

• w/b Monday 16th June- Friday 19th June-Year 6 residential, Hooke Court 

• Friday 20th June 2025- INSET Day 5 

Please check out our website calendar for all relevant dates: 
https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/diary/grid/2024/06/ 
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