Friday 12t July 2024

PUgrums’ Cross Newsletter

Dear Povrentsy & Coxers,

Today'’s the day the teddy bears have their picnic...! How lovely it was to meet so many parents & carers at
our EYFS Teddy Bears’ Picnic. Lots of teddies on show- | even met a sparkly unicorn! It was a precious
time: children getting to know each other, parents/carers enjoying meeting each other and school staff
finding out about our newest learners.

Throughout the rest of the school, all our children went to their new classrooms and met their new teachers.
| thoroughly enjoyed popping in to each room to see the excitement! Our new teachers needed
today as well, as they met their new classes and learned new names.

With only one full week of term left, there is still such a lot to do. Please help us by trying to keep things as
‘normal’ for your children. Good sleep, arriving promptly to school, etc. will all contribute to a sense of calm.
Please also remind your children that our values apply all the way through to the end of term- let’s find
opportunities to show love, and trust over these last few days of term.

Enjoy the football (if you are interested in that sort of thing) and have a lovely weekend,

Jum Coscorind — Headteaciher
admin@pilgrimscross.co.uk

Vuion Awards
Congratulations to all our children who | | o Trust
received a Vision Award this
week...this week’s theme was Trust
Wcllow~ Dottie D
Oak Ellie-May M & Dylan DM
Sycamore George L
Maple Elijah CR & Finley E
Lime Florence W
Hazel Liv H & Mason B
Chesfnudt Daniel H
Elm Ellie H
Beech Jude S
Ash Max D & James B
Pine Jemimah O
Hawthorn Spencer E
Aspen Bobby W
Juniper Jake W & Harrison H
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Whaot we howve been learning Huis week...
Willow & Oak

This week Oak and Willow have been focusing on spiders. We learnt where they live, what they eat and what
they look like.

In Maths, the children have been recapping their previous learning. We have been continuing to practise
number bonds to 10 and using our mapping skills to create 3D buildings for our maps and then driving around
our map with toy cars.

In Phonics, they have been re-capping our previous learning, looking for digraphs (ee, or, ai, etc) and trigraphs
(igh, air, ear) in different words. As well as looking at our teicky words

For Welly Wednesday, we went outside and looked for spiders and spider webs. We found quite a few spiders
webs, but the spiders appeared to be hiding from us! We did find one in the classroom, and we put him outside
to keep safe.

Finally, we made mug cakes in the microwave. They were absolutely delicious, and the children really enjoyed
making them.

Another fabulous week where the children did us proud, once again, on our transition afternoon. They were all
very excited to know who their new teacher is. Well done, Oak and Willow!

Sycamore & Maple

This week in Sycamore and Maple, we have been getting ready for sports day with additional PE lessons. We
have loved practising for our individual and team events; including the egg and spoon race, sprint events,
beanbag toss and relay races! We have been doing some wonderful writing about Grandad’s island this week.
We have been thinking about how the characters are feeling at different times in the story. We thought of
guestions we would like to ask Grandad about his time on the island and we role played this with our friends. In
maths, we have been learning how to tell the time. We really understood telling the time to the hour and the half
hour. Fantastic work this week, team!

Miss Miners & Mr Till

Lime & Hazel

In Year 2 this week, we have been working on our related facts knowledge in Maths and have written a letter to
our new teachers in English- we hope they enjoy reading them and getting to know us! We also learnt more
about the different types of monarchs in History and used pastels to create some images of castles in Art. We
are so excited for next Friday because we will be having our Banquets - we can't wait to see everyone dressed
up as Kings and Queens!

Miss Samuel & Miss Plaw

Chestnut & Elm

We have been exercising our creative minds this week in Year 3. In Maths, we continued our learning about
shape. This time, we looked at 2D shapes. We learnt about the properties of polygons and had a go at creating
these using rubber bands and geo boards. In English, we began to plan out our non-chronological reports all
about Ancient Egypt- we have included a description of inside a tomb and the steps of how to mummify a dead
body. Our curriculum subjects were a lot of fun. In Art, we made 3D abstract sculptures and we even tried a bit
of sewing, sewing on appliques and doing a bit of cross-stitch.

Miss Niebele and Miss Bishop
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Beech & Ash

This week in Ash and Beech Class, we have been finishing our pieces off and publishing our retellings of Arthur
and the Golden Rope. In DT we designed the body of our cars, taking into account how air resistance
contributes to the speed of the car, which we are looking forward to next week. We have revisited division in
maths to strengthen our understanding ready for year 5. Although we were disappointed that Sports Day was
postponed, we have used the extra time to practice our skills ready for next week.

Miss Collier & Miss Methley

Pine & Hawthorn

In Year 5 this week, we have completed our Mayan reports. We added colour and presented them, leading to
some high-quality reflection and reviews. We also completed our unit on volume and capacity. We were even
able to use our new knowledge and resources to estimate the volume of objects around the classroom! In the
afternoons, we also had our first attempts at building and improving doodlers to create a pattern. We
experimented with many components including writing utensils and motors. Overall, we have had a very
successful and practical week in both Pine and Hawthorn.

Mr Childs & Mr Dookheran




Aspen & Juniper

Book aww/y{y

We need to collect in all library books and Little Wandle reading books. Could you please bring in as many
school books as you can find around the house, under the sofa, behind the fishtank, etc...? We are
conscious that some children have been taking library books out without first scanning them out. We will
have a no-judgement amnesty- please just bring them back in!

It is really important that we get as many of our reading scheme books back as possible. These are our
Little Wandle phonics scheme books. Again, we are having a no-judgement amnesty!

Reporty

On Wednesday 17" July, you will be receiving your child’s school report. This year, we will be sending
them to you electronically. Please look out for the email in your inbox! If you would like to discuss anything
in the report with your child’s class teacher, please either make an appointment via the school office or
grab your child’s teacher at the beginning or end of the day to arrange this.

Requesty for Leanve of Absence

Attendance regulations state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time
unless there are exceptional circumstances. It is important to note that Head Teachers can determine the
length of the authorised absence as well as whether absence is authorised at all. The fundamental
principles for defining ‘exceptional’ are rare, significant or unavoidable which means the event could
not reasonably be scheduled at another time. There are no rules on this as circumstances vary from
school to school and family to family. There is however, no legal entitlement for time off in school to go on
holiday and in the majority of cases, holidays will not be authorised. Parents/Carers wishing to apply
for leave of absence will need to fill in an application form available either on our website or from the
school office, in advance and before making any travel arrangements.

If term time leave is taken without prior permission from the school, the absence will be unauthorised and if
the number of sessions absent hits the threshold set down in Hampshire’s Code of Conduct,
Parents/Carers will be issued with a fixed penalty fine, or other legal action may be taken in accordance
with the code.

Taking holidays in term time will affect your child’s schooling as much as any other absence and we
expect Parents/Carers to help us by not taking children out during school time.

Support for Provision Map for porents

At the start of the Summer term, we sent out information about how we will be sharing targets and support
for our pupils on the SEN register with families moving forward. We are now using a system called
Provision Map (provided by Edukey) to share Learning Plans and to enable families to interact with them
directly. We will shortly be launching Pupil Passports through Provision Map too.

To help anyone who is finding this difficult to navigate or if you would simply like a demo and further
information | will be available to go through this with you at the next coffee morning (Tuesday 16™ July).
There will be a few laptops set up so that you are able to have a go at logging and troubleshooting any
problems.

Kind Regards

Mrs Clark

Rescheduwded Sporty Day




The rescheduled Sports Day is set for Tuesday 16" July, with our fingers crossed for better weather. The
predicted forecast for Tuesday has been changing throughout this week, so a decision will be made by
lunchtime on Monday as to whether our Sports Day can go ahead. We thank you for your patience and
understanding. Mr Osmond

School Dinner Debts

There is a large amount of outstanding unpaid school dinner debt. Please make sure that you pay this
before the end of term. Thank you!

Schhool wniform

| have seen quite a few children not wearing school uniform, especially trainers (rather than school shoes),
branded tracksuit trousers for PE and t-shirts with logos. From September, please could you ensure that
your child comes in to school with the correct uniform? We will kindly ‘turn a blind eye’ for the final few
weeks, but will be insisting on this from September, to allow everyone time to purchase the correct
uniform.

Attendance

At Pilgrims’ Cross we value the importance of regular and punctual attendance and remind parents of the
importance of ensuring your child in school as much as possible and to think carefully before keeping your
child off school. Guidance can be found on https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Whole School Attendance this week: 95.1%
Lateness: 574 minutes of lost learning this week

Classroom doors are open from 8.20am and 8.30am for morning drop off and 2.50pm — 3pm for end of
day collection.

Resowrces

Please see attached below information about this year’s Carnival being held on Sun
day 21t July
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INSET days

Governors have agreed the INSET days for the academic year 2024/25:
e Monday 2" September 2024

e Tuesday 3" September 2024
e Friday 20" December 2024

e Monday 6™ January 2025

e Friday 20" June 2025

Safeguarding: Snapchat
Does your child have a phone, or access to one? Before you let them use Snapchat, please look over our
helpful guide to keep them safe...
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Key dates

Monday 15™ July- Year 6 Graduation
Tuesday 16" July — Reserve Sports Day




e Wednesday 17™" July- School reports go ‘live’ to parents/carers
e Monday 22" July- Year 6 Leavers’ Worship- 1.45pm

e Tuesday 23" July- Non-school uniform day

e Tuesday 23" July- Last day of term & Year 6 Leavers’ party

e Wednesday 24" July- Sunday 15t September- Summer holidays
e Monday 2" September- INSET Day 1

e Tuesday 3" September- INSET Day 2

e Wednesday 4™ September- First day of new academic year

e Friday 20" December 2024- INSET Day 3

e Monday 6™ January 2025- INSET Day 4

e Friday 20" June 2025- INSET Day 5

Please check out our website calendar for all relevant dates:
https://www.pilgrimscross.co.uk/diary/grid/2024/06/
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